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natural, that Somerset had kept back the paper from the King,
in order to conceal his own supposed participation in the
Spanish bribes. Digby accordingly remonstrated with the
King at these proceedings on Coke's part, which could only
lead to disagreeable consequences by spreading abroad infor-
mation respecting the pensions, with which Somerset had no-
thing whatever to do. A few days afterwards Digby was called
upon to confer with the Chancellor and with Bacon on the
questions which were to be put to Cotton. Much to Bacon's
dissatisfaction, when the subject of the pensions was again
brought up, Digby positively refused to say a word, alleging
that he had the King's warrant to be silent.

What followed upon this is not very clear. We have an
undated examination of Cotton, in which he acknowledges
having taken to the Spanish ambassador Lerma's paper of
demands with respect to the proposed marriage. Digby was
commanded to acquaint Bacon and the Chancellor with the
secret of the pensions, and both Cotton and Somerset were
again examined.1 Coke was apparently compelled to with-
draw from his unprofitable investigations,2 and Cotton was
some little time afterwards set at liberty.

It was not till the beginning of April that Digby assured
the examiners that Somerset was innocent of any connection
with the pensions. Three months before this, the Earl and

1  CotL MSS. Tit. B. vii. 489.    Digby to the King, April 3, S.  P.
Spain.    Bacon's Letters and Life, v. 262.    This examination, most pro-
bably, was taken about this time.

2  If it is true that Coke's proceedings with reference to these trials .
brought him into disfavour with the King, there is quite enough to explain
it without adopting the gratuitous hypothesis that James had a hand in
the murder.    Coke let it be known that he believed that Prince Henry-
had been murdered, on the exceedingly slender grounds which have been
already mentioned.   Indeed, it would seem, from the length of time which,
according to Coke's theory in this a-nd the Overbuy case, poisons might
remain in the system without affecting life, anyone might be accused of
poisoning who had ever supplied food to any person who died long after-
wards under suspicious circumstances.    Coke's blunder about the pensions
too, though far more excusable, must have been still more provoking to
James.